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Criminal and Deviant Behaviors
A deviant behavior entails actions that disobey legally and informally accepted ways of conduct (McCaghy et al., 2016). There are two kinds of deviant behaviors: informal and formal deviance. Formal deviance entails the violation of officially enacted regulations or laws and is considered to be criminal. Informal deviance deals with conduct that violates the outlined social norms. With informal deviance, criminality may not be quantifiable. Examples illustrating typical informal deviant behaviors that may not be criminal are: picking a person's nose, loud belching, unnecessarily standing close to someone, and a male employee wearing a skirt to the workplace.
The same scenario occurs in criminal behaviors. According to McCaghy et al. (2016), criminal behavior is an offender's conduct leading to the commission of unlawful activity. Types of criminal behaviors include fraud, domestic abuse, evidence tampering, arson, and others. An example of criminal behavior that is not deviant may arise from crime scene tampering. Assuming you came across a person lying at the centre of the path, you decided to push your hands on his chest, trying to save him only for police to catch you red-handed. This conduct would be criminal but non-deviant.
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